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Spring Newsletter 2011 (no 42)
AGM Announcement

The Annual General Meeting of the Town-Twinning Association will take place at the Town Hall, in Committee Room 1 at 7.30pm on Tuesday 21st June.

We have had a busy year and there is a lot to report on. Also the existing committee is looking for offers of help and support, as well as suggestions for the future. So please do come along!  We look forward to seeing you there.









Mary Talbott, Chairman
Committee Chair
I have to inform members that Mary Talbott has confirmed her intention to step down as Chair and also from the committee at the AGM due to other commitments.  We thank Mary for the enormous contribution she has made to Twinning during her time on the committee, and we will miss her leadership.  We therefore are to elect a new Chair at this AGM.  
We are also concerned at this time as to how we might enlarge the committee so that we will be able to take on more twinning projects.  A formal notice of the AGM will be sent out to members beforehand, but meantime, please think about whether you would like to be more involved, or maybe to join the committee!  You are always welcome to contact me on 01372 209704.  
Margaret Nightingale, Secretary
A warm welcome guaranteed at our Twinning dinners

The regular two-monthly dinners for our members continue to be popular. The Christmas dinner, held at The Canopy, was well attended and everyone enjoyed the festive fare. The Chalk Lane Hotel was the venue for February’s event, with the ambience being enhanced by French music and the French chef creating a suitably French menu. There was even some spontaneous French conversation!  It was agreed that we would like to return in the autumn as we enjoyed having a private room. There followed another pleasant members’ evening in April, this time with dinner at Café Rouge.

The next dinner is planned for June at South Hatch and will be our Summer Barbecue.  If you have not yet attended one of our dinners, please do join us. You will be sure of a warm welcome and will learn more about your fellow members. If you are interested, please contact our Membership secretary Anne Richardson on 01372 723698 for more details.
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Les Soirées françaises

The Association’s  first French conversation evening was held Chez Richardson last  November, where there was a chance to sample some French wine, snacks and a little French conversation.  As a first effort, those present introduced themselves in French to each other, and everyone enjoyed generous hospitality from Anne and Clive.

Following the popularity of this first Soirée, it was decided to make this a regular feature of our calendar. Another was held in March, again at the Richardsons, where we read some of the history of one of Chantilly’s famous forefathers, the Duke de Montmorency (born in Chantilly in 1493). 
Our next Soirée française will be held on Tuesday 10th May at 7.30pm chez Margaret at 18 The Ridings, Downs Road, Epsom KT18 5JJ.  Again there will be a small charge of £3 to cover the cost of wine and nibbles.  Please let me know on 01372 209704 if you intend to come so we can plan ahead.  And if you like, please bring with you an article from a French newspaper or magazine, which can be a starter for discussion.

We will be asking for offers from members to host future evenings, so please consider if this is something you’d like to do, and also please come with ideas of subjects you would like to talk about, or things we could do together.









Margaret Nightingale, Secretary

Rotary continues to build twinning links

One of the most active twinning ‘collaborations’ over the past year has been with Le Rotary Club de Chantilly.  A highlight of the past Rotary year, which runs from June to July, was the entertaining of French supporters of St Peter’s, the  English Church in Chantilly, who rode from Twickenham to Chantilly via Epsom over the period of one week last summer to raise funds for restoration work.

Why Twickenham you may well ask? Well, there is an historic building in Twickenham (Orleans House) which was once the home of Le Duke d’Aumale, son of King Louis Philippe of France. He was a great supporter of Chantilly and its association with England where he had his home.

The Epsom Rotary arranged for the cycle trek to stop in Epsom for lunch and helped by making contacts with Rotary Clubs in Kent to aid the Chantilly Rotarians in their journey to the Channel. A cheque was also handed over in support of the cause; support that was reciprocated by Chantilly at the Epsom Rotary Club’s Charity Ball.

In November 2010 six Epsom Rotarians “raided”  the Chantilly Rotary Club meeting and saw a video they had  made of the cycling event, including the reception at South Hatch. The visiting Rotarians also helped their French counterparts with an English-speaking competition for Baccalaureate students.

This year, over the weekend of May 14th, a party of up to 30 Rotarians and partners will meet in Canterbury for an historic exploration of “entente cordiale” over three days. This will include a visit to the oldest Anglican Church in England still in use, coincidentally called “St Martin de Tours”.

Colin Peel, President Elect, Epsom Rotary Club

Camera shy?

Epsom Camera Club, the local photographic society is seeking to set up  twinning links with a similar organisation in Chantilly.  
Whilst negotiations are at a preliminary stage, contact has been made with a town hall official in Chantilly. There will be news of progress in the next issue of the newsletter.  We wish them success.
Peter Hardy, Committee member

Sponsalia on You Tube

If you would like to see, and hear, the performance of the Cantique de Jean Racine by the Sponsalia Chamber Choir which represented Epsom at the Choral festival in Chantilly last May, a video is now available on You Tube.
Sponsalia is also delighted to have been invited to represent Epsom at the Festival de Chant choral en 2012 à Watermael-Boitsfort in Belgium, another of Chantilly’s  twin towns.

This project is still in the planning stage, but Sponsalia has confirmed to the organisers that the choir will be able to participate, and look forward to hearing more information from the L'Échevin de la Vie Economique et des Relations Européennes.
  






Janee Foxon, Sponsalia Chamber Choir
Christmas Market trip a resounding success

After considerable preparation a group of six Twinning members, Clive and Anne Richardson, Margaret Nightingale, Janee Foxon, Jane Melia and Peter Hardy departed from Epsom on Friday 10th December.  The team’s destination was the Christmas Market in Chantilly, held outside the Mairie, on the edge of the racecourse, where they were to sell some traditional English Christmas fare. 

It was a typical winter’s day, with the promise of snow in France materialising as we approached Chantilly, but the beautiful Christmas tree in centre of town, the wonderful street decorations and inviting shop windows created a warm atmosphere. 
We were situated in a large marquee adjacent to stalls from Chantilly’s other twin towns, Uberlingen in Germany and Watermael-Boitsfort in Belgium.  Before we had set up our display the public crowded round.  In France mince pies and Christmas cake are uncommon, but I was amazed by the interest in English cheeses.
The French enjoyed other English specialities, such as Christmas crackers which we gave to the children.  Have you tried translating the” motto” into French?! 

On the first morning Eric Woerth, Mayor of Chantilly, came to visit us and Claude Charpentier, Deputy Mayor, was a regular visitor to our stand.  Peter Brandt, a Belgian resident of Chantilly and a loyal supporter of twinning helped us considerably over the weekend.  A local band played Christmas carols by the twinning stands, and  I was surprised that most of the carols were English.

On Saturday evening we were invited to a reception at the Town Hall. This too was a very enjoyable, informal occasion where we made new contacts and renewed old acquaintances.  The food and wine were excellent with M. Charpentier a splendid host.  It is an indication of his commitment to civic service, and to twinning in particular, that he was also seen tidying the hall at the end of the evening!

Sunday morning dawned fine and warm giving an opportunity to walk around the town, the racecourse, the famous riding stable and the Chateau.  The Christmas market was crowded and our stall remained busy all day.  We sold out of absolutely everything!
On Sunday evening Jane Melia kindly invited us to her home in Chantilly for a meal.  Jane and Ian have a lovely apartment overlooking the park and racecourse.  

The sun continued to shine on Monday morning, and it was with regret that we said “au revoir” to Chantilly at the end of a truly enjoyable experience.  The weekend convinced me that twinning has a lot to offer organisations and individuals alike.  I would urge others contemplating the possibilities to become involved!









Peter Hardy, Committee Member
Putting culture at the heart of Chantilly life

The ‘Group de la Majorite’ are responsible for putting in place an annual programme of activities and cultural events for the general public, hoping that the greatest number of residents whatever their age or means will attend.  In what feels like a typically French sentiment: “La culture est un element essentiel qui contribute au bien ‘vivre ensemble’”. 

Some highlights of forthcoming events in our twin town over the next few months:

· In March there was an opportunity to see the Prince’s private apartments, the masterpieces in the paintings collection, and guided tours focusing on the furniture of the Chateau. 

· Each Sunday in April there are themed visits of the town with different meeting places. On Sunday 10th April there was a visit for Anglophones to discover the town, meeting at the Church of Notre Dame. Other subjects include the Forest of Chantilly, the Bourillon Cemetery, the racecourse and a literary theme walking in the footsteps of writers.

· There are workshops on Wednesdays in April for families and children aged from 7 to 12 – topics include model-making and the porcelain of Chantilly. Other accents include a public session on how to use a defibrillator; a Dog Club obedience competition, and a day on making a scrapbook.

New to the media library are the sessions for the very young aged between 6 months and 3 years, where on the first Wednesdays of the month there are short stories, puppets and music boxes. It’s free and no booking is required.  

Parking in Chantilly

Parking in Chantilly has undergone something of a reorganisation. The Town has extended the paying zones, with reduced tariffs for residents, and allowed the use of carte bleu to make paying easier. 

There are three categories of users – residents, professionals and traders as well as commuters from Chantilly station. Residents pay € 7.50, workers € 12.50 and commuters € 12.50. The supporting parking permits that allow the purchase of parking tickets are obtained by an annual visit to the town hall with the necessary documentation:

· Vehicle registration document, EDF or telephone bill for residents

· Vehicle registration document and proof of employment for workers or listing on the business register for traders and shopkeepers
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Vehicle registration document and SNCF ticket for commuters.

Saturday is free all day and free after 4 p.m. in the shopping centre, and the guide even shows you how to use the rather complicated looking parking ticket machines! (one of which is 

shown right).

The above are a few snippets from the latest Chantilly magazine.  If you would like to read the entire magazine, in French of course, go to http://www.ville-chantilly.fr/pdf/Vivre-a-Chantilly-n-98.pdf
Alison Chatterton, Committee member
Railway Club plans visit

Epsom & Ewell Model Railway Club is planning a trip to Chantilly this May to ‘reconnoitre’ the lay-out which the French Club is planning to bring over to the Epsom exhibition in 2012. The Chantilly Model Railway Club event takes place this October, and the Epsom & Ewell Model Railway Club is planning to attend. The layout which they are taking has yet to be decided upon, but is sure to be stunning! 

This year the Epsom  & Ewell Model Railway Club’s event at Nescot had no direct Chantilly  presence, but  one layout was so sumptuously French that one could almost imagine one was in France on a balmy summer’s day!  Le Reséau Breton de Pempoul was  the work of husband and wife team of Gordon and Maggie Gravett and has won many plaudits and awards for its stunning scenic modelling. It captures the charm of a sleepy Brittany village in the early 1960s, served by the railway of the Reséau Breton - a metre gauge network of lines centred on Carhaix that opened in 1891 with the last section closing in 1967.
This was just one of the many first class working layouts that  were invited to appear at the 2011 Epsom & Ewell Model Railway Club exhibition which  was held at Nescot over the weekend of 16th - 17th April.

Brian Angus, Committee member

	Calendar of Future Events

	2011
	

	Tuesday 10th May
	Soiree Francaise at Margaret’s

	Monday 16th May
	Committee meeting at the Town Hall

	Tuesday 14th June
	Members’ summer barbeque – at South Hatch

	Tuesday 21st June
	Twinning Association AGM at the Town Hall

	July
	Soiree Francaise at …  venue tbc

	Thursday 14th July
	Bastille Day event – venue tbc

	Sunday 17th – Monday 18th July
	Firework display in Chantilly

	Tuesday 13th September
	Members’ Dinner – at the Canopy

	…… October 
	Chantilly Race at Epsom Racecourse

	…… October
	Model Railway Exhibition in Chantilly

	…… November
	Twinning Cheese and Wine Party

	Sat 11th – Sunday 12th December
	Christmas Market in Chantilly

	
	

	2012
	

	Saturday 12th – Sunday 13th May
	Choral Festival in Watermael-Boisfort


Committee for 2011

Mrs Mary Talbott - Chairman





01372 743336

Cllr Clive Woodbridge – Vice-Chairman and Editor


0208 3932853

Mr Brian Vandervilt - Treasurer    




0208 3958996

Mrs Margaret Nightingale - Secretary  



01372 209704

Mrs Anne Richardson – Membership




01372 723698

Mrs Betty Emery 







01372 725027

Mr Brian Angus    







0208 3931749

Mrs Alison Chatterton    






01372 811099

Mr Cyril Frazer        






0208 3933628

Mr Peter Hardy







01372 721148

Mrs Jane Melia 







01372 728333

Cllr Jonathan Reed    






0208 3935355

Representatives of Local Groups supporting Twinning

Mr Geoffrey Stone – Epsom Protection Society

Mr Bill Henderson – Epsom Male Voice Choir

Mr Terry Maggs – Epsom Rotary

Mr Cyril Frazer – Epsom Rotary

Mrs Jill Preiss – Epsom Choral Society

Mr Frank Warren – Epsom Model Railway Club

Ms Janee Foxon – Sponsalia Chamber Choir









Members enjoying dinner at the Chalk Lane Hotel in Epsom.
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